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ager to learn. Dedicated worker. These are

words used to describe Marquita as she worked

through vocational training at Good Samaritan.

But she had to overcome a lot of moving around,
abandonment, and much abuse to get to this point.
Marquita does not have any of her children with her
due to different circumstances, fell into drug and
alcohol abuse for a period, and literally lived under a
bridge through an entire pregnancy.

She has lived in several states, trying to find that peace
and happiness. Eventually she moved to Michigan
where friends offered her a place to stay. Unfortunately,
they did not turn out to be friends and Marquita had to
leave yet another abusive situation.

That's when she arrived at the Mission just before
Christmas. Marquita needed shelter but was thinking
she would ‘just get back on (her) feet and then move
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on.” She did not realize everything that would be
available and thankfully she was open to learning new
skills and retooling her future.

Working with her case manager after arriving in
shelter, Marquita realized she could stay at the Mission
and participate in the SAVE program. She quickly
completed the Life Skills classes, eager to learn more.
Next came the Jobs for Life mentoring program which
she also happily completed.

Then she was presented with an option as she

was ready to enter the final component, vocational
training. With the option of learning how to work in a
commercial kKitchen or janitorial skills, Marquita chose
janitorial. And that proved to be a decision she felt was
guided by God.

Learning the trade of janitorial care with the help of
Tom Hodder, Vocational Trainer, Tom says, “Marquita
was always very energetic, sometimes working after
hours. She really put her heart into this.”

Just celebrating her 30th birthday and completing
the vocational training, Marquita is getting ready
to move into her own apartment. “Marquita has
demonstrated an infectious, enthusiastic drive
to resolve her homelessness situation,” says
Craig Laszlo, GSRM Operations Director.

Of what she found at GSRM, Marquita says,

“I didn't think | would get this much help. Thank
you for everything.” Supported by a home church
that she loves, Marquita is looking forward to being
able to put her energy into pursuing her new dream,
her own business to go with her new apartment.
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“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old
things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”

— 2 CoRINTHIANS 5:17

his verse exemplifies the passion of the work we do in Rescue Missions
every day. We have the promise that through Christ we can become a new
creation, regardless of what has happened in the past.

That is clearly our intent from the moment that someone walks through the doors of the Mission,
to demonstrate the love that Christ showed us by sharing of the new life waiting for all those
who believe.

But it doesn't stop there. We want to help restore the entire person, so we have been focusing
our efforts to help equip each guest with basic life skills to help maintain many daily living habits
that you and | often take for granted, that somewhere in our past, somecne took the time to
lovingly teach us.

MNow, we are working even harder to create more opportunities. We have started vocational
training segments in janitorial and food service and we are looking to connect to more fields of
study, so that our guests can rebuild their lives, have meaningful employment, and hopefully
never have to retum to homelessness again.

But it doesn't happen without you. Your engagement, your volunteering, your prayer, your
donations, your belief that Christ can change lives.

Dan Streeter
Chief Exeautive Officer




Special Showing

BASED ON THE INCREDIBLE TRUE STORY THAT INSPIRED MILLIONS - "if

SAMEFKIND
DIFFERENT AS ME

#SAMEKINDMOVIE

SATURDAY, MAY 5, 2018

TIME: 1Pm and 4PM (doors open 1 hour prior)
COsST: $5 ADMISSION
State Theatre « 913 Washington Ave., Bay City, Ml

Proceeds benefit Rescue Ministries of Mid-Michigan
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Tuesday, June 19, 2018
3:00 - 8:30pm
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Call Community Village « 989-792-5442 ;



2018 HOCKEY FOR THE

HOMELESS RAISES $45 695
[

A special thank you to the fans and sponsors for
helping make this year's event a great success. Sponsors included:

Merill Lynch lles — Schropp group  Reimold Printing

GM Powertrain Marlo Lawn Sprinkler Systems
John E Green Co. CPI

Dick Williams Gunshop Hopevale Church

Redmond Auto Collision InCal Technologies

Bid Now Perfusion Associates

Fullerton Tools Serenus Johnson Construction
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For more information contact:
Marlene Mika, Development Associate
089.803.5973 ext. 221
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